
N

O OH
R5

R4

R3

R2

OH

NH

R3

R2

++

R1

O

OR5

R4 B(OH)2

R1

1 2 3 4

EtOH

TETRAHEDRON
LETTERS

Tetrahedron Letters 42 (2001) 3591–3594Pergamon

A new access to 2-hydroxymorpholines through a
three-component Petasis coupling reaction

Fabienne Berrée,a Abdelmadjid Debache,b Yoann Marsaca and Bertrand Carbonia,*
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Abstract—2-Hydroxymorpholines bearing a variety of substituents were prepared via the one-pot three-component reaction of a
1,2-aminoalcohol, an organoboronic acid and a glyoxal derivative. © 2001 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved.

The 2-hydroxymorpholine ring has been identified as a
central structural element of a number of biologically
active compounds.1 For example, a series of potent,
orally active neurokinine-1 antagonists based on this
morpholine core were recently disclosed.2 Morpholin-2-
ones, their oxidation products, have also been proven
to be important intermediates in the stereocontroled
synthesis of non-proteinogenic �-amino acids.3 The
main reported preparations of 2-hydroxymorpholines
include condensation of a 1,2-aminoalcohol with �-
hydroxy-4 or �-halogenoketone,5 reaction of an �-
aminoketone with an epoxide6 and reduction of
morpholin-2-ones.7 Addition of organolithium,
organozinc or alkylcopper reagents, respectively, to N-
cyanomethyl-1,3-oxazolidines8 or 2-hydroxy-3-phenyl-
thiomorpholines9 have also been successfully used
in non-racemic series. We report herein a new effi-
cient one-pot synthesis of substituted 2-hydroxymor-
pholines from an aminoalcohol 1, a boronic acid 2 and
a glyoxal derivative 3 (Scheme 1).

Petasis has previously developed the in situ assembling
of amines, aldehydes and alkenyl or aryl boronic
acids.10 Other authors later described related reac-

tions,11 but to our knowledge, glyoxal and its deriva-
tives have never been applied in such approaches. It
was probably due to the high reactivity of these bifunc-
tional compounds and the difficulty stopping the reac-
tion after a first addition. Agami and co-workers have
developed very elegant and efficient approaches based
on the use of a masked form of glyoxal.12

On the basis of these results and considering the proba-
ble mechanism of the borono-Mannich reaction,13 we
envisioned the use of in situ generated heterocyclic
iminium ions 5 as reactants in the synthesis of 2-
hydroxymorpholines. One of the aldehyde functions is
now masked as an hemiacetal, while the second one is
converted to an iminium group which can react with an
appropriate nucleophile, in this case a boronic acid
(Scheme 2). The presence of the hydroxyl group could
also favour an intramolecular addition via the forma-
tion of a tetracoordinate boron complex 6. The use of
organoboron compounds is especially valued due to
their easily accessibility, their tolerance for a broad
range of functional groups and their air and water
stability compared with usual organometallics
reagents.14

Scheme 1.

* Corresponding author. Fax: (33) 2 99 28 69 78; e-mail: bertrand.carboni@univ-rennes1.fr

0040-4039/01/$ - see front matter © 2001 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved.
PII: S0040 -4039 (01 )00515 -9



N

O OH
R5

R3

R2

OH

NH

R3

R2

+

R1

O

OR5 R1

1 3 5

B(OH)2R4

4
N

O R5

O

R3

R2

R1

B

R4 OH

OH

6

F. Berrée et al. / Tetrahedron Letters 42 (2001) 3591–35943592

Scheme 2.

1,2-Aminoalcohols were therefore directly engaged in a
one-pot cyclisation procedure with boronic acid and
glyoxal, its methyl or phenyl derivatives (Scheme 1). In
all cases, the formation of the expected 2-hydroxymor-
pholines 4 occurred (Table 1).15 As outlined in the
Table 1, the reaction proceeded readily with satisfac-
tory yields and was compatible with the presence of
various substituents in different positions of the 2-
hydroxymorpholine core. A mixture of diastereoiso-
mers was always obtained with a ratio depending on
R1–R5.

Generating 5 from perhydro-4,8-dimethyl-4,8-diaza-
1,5,9,10-tetraoxoanthracene 616 corroborated the exis-

tence of such a cyclic iminium as an intermediate in the
synthesis of 4. This route offers the supplementary
advantage to prevent the presence of amine in the
reaction mixture during the addition of the boronic
acid. Thus, if no expected 2-hydroxymorpholine was
obtained in the one-pot procedure from an activated
alkenyl boronic acid 2 (R4=CH�CH–CO2Me),17,18 the
addition proceeded in good yield when 6 was used as
precursor in the presence of boron trifluoride etherate
(Scheme 3).19

In conclusion, we have developed a novel and practical
method for the one-pot preparation of 2-hydroxymor-
pholines. The overall protocol is practical and quite

Table 1. Synthesis of 2-hydroxymorpholines 4
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Scheme 3.

efficient. By employing a perhydro-4,8-diaza-1,5,9,10-
tetraoxoanthracene as starting material, amine-sensitive
boronic acid can also be used to afford 2-hydroxymor-
pholine in good yield. Further studies of this reaction
are currently under investigation.
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